
BACKGROUND
On September 12, The Kresge Foundation announced it 
is moving its headquarters to the Marygrove campus 
and investing $50 million in the neighborhoods around 
Livernois and McNichols. This money will be used to 
make the changes that residents have said they want 
to see in their communities.

Over the next few years, Kresge, the Live6 Alliance, and 
the Marygrove Conservancy will share more informa-
tion about programs and resources available to resi-
dents. Neighbors are invited to help create a plan for 
the future of their community through the Livernois + 
McNichols Neighborhoods Action Agenda. This plan will 
be shaped by what residents want and will guide how 
money is spent in the neighborhoods. 

WHAT WE’VE HEARD FROM YOU
In recent years residents in Fitzgerald, Bagley, University 
District, Martin Park have been engaged through many 
planning processes that have asked them what they 
want to see in their neighborhoods. We won’t ask those  
questions again; rather, we are making a commitment 
to fulfill promises that have been made to residents 
throughout prior planning processes.

Residents have identified these priorities:

•	 Development provides opportunities for existing 
residents to beautify their homes and their neighbor-
hood. 

•	 Vacant land is beautified and supports quality of life 
for all residents. 

•	 Making 6 Mile a vibrant, thriving commercial corri-
dor that supports local businesses and residents to 
access basic needs and retail. 

•	 Support the cultural vibrancy of the neighborhood 
and honor the heritage of families who never left.

•	 Making the neighborhoods the best place to raise 
children through excellent schools, access to child-
care, community safety, and public spaces and parks. 

Sign up today to receive updates.

WHAT TO EXPECT
Starting in early 2026, Kresge, the Live6 Alliance and the 
Marygrove Conservancy will share more about oppor-
tunities to realize residents’ vision from the Livernois + 
McNichols Neighborhoods Action Agenda, including: 

•	 Programs that provide educational, arts and cultural, 
recreational and other opportunities for residents.

•	 Programs for the whole family 
•	 Improvements to public spaces and parks 
•	 Grant programs to nonprofit organizations 
•	 Resources to longtime residents and homeowners 

stay in the neighborhood

Phase 1 Timeline

What’s  
Coming Up in  
the Livernois- 
McNichols  
Neighborhoods

In early 2026, we will share more ways for residents 
to stay connected and get involved in planning future 
programs. These programs will focus on arts, housing, 
education, businesses in commercial areas like 6 Mile, 
and more. Numerous opportunities will be available for 
neighbors, community leaders, and local organizations 
to develop new programs that reflect the expressed 
needs of residents. 

2025 Early 2026

Beautifying and maintaining 70+ 
vacant parcels in Fitzgerald

Providing resources to neighborhood associations 
that pre-registered with the City of Detroit their 

meetings, events and community intiatives

Launching a Resident 
Investment and Opportunity 
Fund to support homeowners 

who wish to remain and 
thrive in their community

NOVEMBER 2025



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

I heard there is a large investment coming to our 
neighborhood. How can projects get funded? Who makes 
those decisions?
Kresge, the Live6 Alliance and Marygrove Conservancy 
have convened the Livernois + McNichols Neighborhoods 
Action Agenda – a process intended to bring together all of 
the themes and priorities we’ve heard from residents over 
the years and connect them into a collective, resident-led 
vision that will inform future investments, and to make 
that vision a reality. Over the next few years, Kresge and 
partners will launch grant programs and initiatives as part 
of their $50M commitment, which will all align with the 
vision created under the Action Agenda.

Residents are invited to continue to shape the future 
activities through the Action Agenda. Over the next few 
months, we expect to be at neighborhood association 
meetings, District 2 meetings, and at special events to 
hear more from residents to shape those activities and 
initiatives.

While many of these interventions are targeted to the 
Fitzgerald neighborhood, we acknowledge and recognize 
that households in other neighborhoods also need support 
to remain and thrive. We know that Fitzgerald residents, in 
particular, have been promised many investments over the 
years, and we are committed to ensuring that those most 
proximate to the new developments on the Marygrove 
campus are protected from its impacts. 

How can I get updates about funding opportunities and 
programs?
We invite you to subscribe to the Marygrove Conser-
vancy and Live6 Alliance’s newsletters, which will provide 
information about how to get engaged with the Liver-
nois-McNichols Neighborhoods Action Agenda. We will 
also be sharing information about funding opportunities 
and programs through those newsletters.

I have an idea for a community project. How should I 
reach out to Kresge?
At this time, we do not expect to make available open 
funding opportunities beyond targeted grant programs 
with specific criteria that address a certain set of resident 
priorities. We expect to collect input from residents through 
the development of the Livernois + McNichols Neighbor-
hoods Action Agenda, and gather feedback about how 
our investments support the vision and strategies in that 
agenda.

When can the community get involved? What is the 
community engagement plan?
The Detroit Collaborative Design Center (DCDC) has been 
co-leading the community engagement for this work so 
far in support of Kresge, Live6 Alliance and the Marygrove 
Conservancy. DCDC has been working in and around this 
area for more than 30 years. As such, we know that neigh-
bors are already highly organized and active. We do not 
want to re-invent the wheel or create more meetings for 
people who are already meeting. We have been attending 
existing community meetings to share about this work as 
well as meeting with individuals and facilitated targeted 
stakeholder meetings. We will continue to intentionally 
engage parallel to existing community efforts and convene 
residents/stakeholders around project themes that arise. 

For more information about Kresge’s 
commitment please visit kresge.org/HQ. 

How will you support residents who want to stay in the 
neighborhood as new development happens?
We are deeply committed to longtime residents in the 
surrounding neighborhoods —ensuring they benefit from 
ongoing investments and have the support they need to 
stay and thrive. Over the past decade, we’ve seen stability 
in homeownership and population levels in these areas, 
along with rising property values. Yet, we also recognize 
that rents have outpaced incomes, prices have climbed, 
and affordability remains a challenge for many. As devel-
opment continues, we are mindful of its potential to drive 
costs even higher—and we remain firmly committed to 
making sure that residents who want to stay in these 
neighborhoods are able to do so.

Kresge and the Live6 Alliance are partnering to launch a 
Resident Investment & Opportunity Fund that will provide 
one-stop intake and resources for existing, longtime resi-
dents in Fitzgerald. This program will launch in early 2026 
and will initially prioritize stewardship and beautification 
of vacant land, supporting residents to activate side lots, 
and supports for homeowners through property tax relief 
and home repair.

We invite interested neighbors to sign 
up to receive information regularly at 
tinyurl.com/6MileLivernois.
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https://tinyurl.com/6MileLivernois

