
   

Then & Now 

1924
Foundation 
established by 
Sebastian Kresge

1926 

YMCA of 
Metropolitan 
Detroit 

Boys and Girls Club 
of Detroit

1927
Methodist 
Children’s Home 
Society 

1940
Detroit Symphony Orchestra

 

1943
Wayne State University – 
Science library collection

1946 
The International Institute 

1949
Wayne State University – 
Kresge Eye Institute

 

United Way for Southeastern 
Michigan

1961
St. Peter’s Home for Boys

Detroit Institute of 
Technology

1963
Detroit Historical Society

1964
Highland Park 
Community Center

1966
Detroit Board  
of Education for  
the School for 
the Deaf

1967
Detroit Medical Center 

1968
New Detroit Inc.

1969

Detroit Public Library 
Friends Foundation
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1930
Howard Street Rescue 
Mission

1936
Allied Youth Association

Community Chest of 
Metropolitan Detroit

1937
Franklin-Wright Settlements

American Red Cross

Goodwill Industries of 
Greater Detroit

1939
Detroit City Rescue Mission

1950
United Negro College Fund – 
Detroit

Marygrove College

1953
Detroit League for the 
Handicapped

1955

Henry Ford Health System

1958 
Detroit Institute of Arts 
Kresge Court

1959
Salvation Army-Detroit

Sebastian Kresge’s wish to promote human progress has been expressed through support for worthy organizations. 

Although we are a national philanthropy, we have always attended to the place our founder based his business and 

made his home. Since 1924, the foundation has invested $3 billion* in Detroit organizations, institutions and the 

people they serve. More than 1,150 grants have been made in the city proper, more still in the metropolitan area. 

This is a sample. Many of these organizations have received multiple grants over the years.   
*Figure not adjusted for inflation
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2000
YMCA of Metropolitan Detroit

Focus: HOPE  

2002
Detroit Riverfront 
Conservancy – Riverwalk

Business Leaders for 
Michigan

2004
Charles H. Wright Museum  
of African American History

Local Initiatives Support Corp.

Eastern Market Corp. 

2005
Wayne State University 
School of Medicine

2007
New Economy Initiative

2009
Detroit Area Pre-College 
Engineering Program

M-1 Rail

United Way for Southeastern 
Michigan – 211 services line

1991
Community Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan

1993
Detroit Artist Market

Mariners Inn

1994  

Michigan Opera Theatre

1996
Shorebank Enterprise 
Detroit

1997
Barbara Ann Karmanos 
Cancer Institute

1980
Detroit Science Center

North End Concerned Citizens 
Community Council

1984
Coalition on Temporary 
Housing 
 

Community Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan

1988
Michigan Thanksgiving 
Parade Foundation

2010
Community 
Legal 
Resources

Detroit 
Economic 
Growth Corp.

Greening of 
Detroit

Providence of 
St. Joseph of 
the Capuchin 
Order

2011
Detroit Wayne 
County Health 
Authority

Macomb 
Community 
College

Museum of 
Contemporary 
Art Detroit

Southwest 
Housing 
Solutions

Turning Point

1970
Legal Aid Association

1971
 

The Friends School

1972
Detroit Association for 
Retarded Children

Wayne County Community 
College District

1973
Detroit Institute of Arts 

University of Detroit Mercy

1975
Detroit Symphony Orchestra

1979
The Attic Theatre

Gleaners Community  
Food Bank of Southeastern 
Michigan




