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Nonprofit Sector Support

As the sector association providing networking, education, and advocacy for nearly 
375 Michigan grantmakers, the council has embarked on a five-year Transforming 

Philanthropy through Diversity and Inclusion initiative to increase diversity and 
inclusion in philanthropic organizations. This three-year, $150,000 grant will 

support that ongoing effort.

Council of Michigan Foundations 
Grand Haven, Michigan 
$50,000

Through its extensive database, GuideStar gathers and displays financial and 
organizational information on the nonprofit sector, which allows donors, funders, 

researchers, and educators to make informed decisions. This three-year, $750,000 
grant will support the launch of the GuideStar Exchange Program and other 

strategies leading to increased revenue, membership, and operational stability.

GuideStar  
(2008 grant)  
Williamsburg, Virginia 
$250,000

The coalition of 600 leading charities, foundations, and corporate grantmakers 
is committed to advancing the common good and strengthening the nonprofit 

sector by promoting effective policies, championing public-private collaborations, 
fostering accountability, and serving as a common meeting ground. Funding will 
support the year-long Envisioning Our Future Initiative to foster new insights and 

ideas for meeting future challenges.

Independent Sector 
Washington, D.C. 
$10,000

The coalition of 600 leading charities, foundations, and corporate grantmakers 
is committed to advancing the common good and strengthening the nonprofit 

sector by promoting effective policies, championing public-private collaborations, 
fostering accountability, and serving as a common meeting ground. Kresge’s grant 
will be used for planning, materials, and administrative costs associated with the 

2009 Annual Conference in Detroit.

Independent Sector 
Washington, D.C. 
$125,000

The technology resources organization helps non-U.S. charities obtain donations 
of technology products, information, and services. This grant will help to simplify 

U.S. foundation giving internationally by creating an accessible, centralized 
repository of information on non-governmental organizations (NGO) based outside 
of the United States. In the long-run, this should reduce the administrative time 

and cost associated with the legal verification of charitable status for international 
NGOs, and increase U.S. international grantmaking.

TechSoup Global 
San Francisco, California 
$90,000

South African Institute for 
Distance Education  

(2008 grant) 
Braamfontein, South Africa 

$300,000 

The institute is a national association established to assist in the reconstruction of 
education and training in South Africa through open-learning principles, distance-
education methods, and technology. This four-year, $1,200,000 grant will 
support the seven-foundation Partnership for Higher Education in Africa’s African 
University Technology project to improve the relevance and quality of technology in 
learning and teaching at African universities.

University of Cape Town  
(2008 grant) 

Rondebosch, South Africa 
$85,000

South Africa’s oldest university has earned international recognition for its Nobel 
Prize-winning research, distinguished alumni, and leading education programs. 
This three-year, $1,005,000 grant will provide annual support and challenge-
grant funding for the South African Labour Development Research Unit’s Summer 
Training Program in quantitative methodologies for social scientists and public 
health researchers.

University of Pretoria  
(2005 grant) 

Pretoria, South Africa 
$255,234

The University of Pretoria has evolved from a mainly white, Afrikaner institution 
to a multicultural, multiracial university that offers quality education to 50,000 
South African students from all walks of life. This year’s operational grant will go 
toward implementation of year four of a five-year strategic development plan as 
part of the Kresge Foundation’s South Africa Philanthropy Initiative.

University of the Western Cape 
(2005 grant) 

Bellville, South Africa 
$123,996

This historically black institution, located near Cape Town, was founded by the 
Apartheid government to serve Coloured South Africans, but embraced a new 
mission in the 1970s to serve all races and become the intellectual home of 
progressive forces. This year’s grant will support year four of a five-year strategic 
development plan as part of the Kresge Foundation’s South Africa Philanthropy 
Initiative.

University of the Witwatersrand 
(2008 grant) 

Johannesburg, South Africa 
$74,397

Founded in the 1920s with donations from South Africa’s mining industry, “Wits” 
became a center of political opposition to Apartheid, a scientific pioneer, and one 
of the country’s leading research institutions, and has produced several Nobel 
laureates, including Nelson Mandela. This year’s grant will support year three of 
a four-year strategic development plan as part of the Kresge Foundation’s South 
Africa Philanthropy Initiative.


